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Physical Environment in Early Childhood Settings to Foster Children®s Play:
Environmental Setups to Respect Unexpected Interactions

MATSUI, Mana
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The present study investigated children’ s unexpected interactions with physical
environment in early childhood education(ECE) settings by observations and questionnaires in Japan and
New Zealand(NZ). Children often showed unexpected interactions with environment, which were revealed to
generate deviations from those originally intended, and to serve as a visual stimulant to highlight the
play. With the children®s imaginative mindset as a basis, those interactions also became the sources of
experience with objects, ingenuity, amusement, diffusion of play, progression of play, and a potential
base for a new play culture of the ECE center.

When teachers decided whether to accept the unexpected interactions, they occasionally felt conflicts
between their wish to respect children’ s ideas and their responsibilities to protect children’ s safety.
It was also suggested that the teachers in NZ were more likely than Japanese teachers to permit child’ s
unexpected interactions with environment.
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