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Psychoanalytic anthroEOIogy and the problem of affects. A study of Freud"s
readings of Oedipus the King and their significance in the history of ideas

Sato, Tomoko
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We clarify that the principal methodological characteristics of Freud' s
investigation of man as a social and cultural being lie in the technique, or rather, the attitude of
free association practiced by the investigator and problem formulation about affects and fantasies
in their collective dimension. We also point out that Freud’ s readings of Oedipus the King, the
prime example selected for this study, show a tendency toward schematization as well as an interest
in tragic affects (pleasure marked by pain), and the former can be disrupted by the latter. Our
study shows that the heterogeneous directions of the investigation, and the tensions between them,
appear in the transformations of the psychoanalytic discourse structure (Ferenczi, Laplanche), the
redevelopment of the theory on mother-child relations (Abraham & Torok), the raising of new
qguestions in the humanities field (Anzieu), or the reexamination of philosophical concepts

Derrida).
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