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A Study on the Subversive Plots of Women®s Desire in Sensation Fiction
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In this study, by analyzing texts by Wilkie Collins, Mary Elizabeth Braddon, and
Thomas Hardy, 1 have revealed that the so-called "subversive character” of sensation fiction lies in the
fact that female characters can actually achieve their own desires in the texts where male protagonists
are often judged to control women and accomplish their narrative authority. The completion of women®s

desires in the oppressive male texts subverts the male authority. We can also see this kind of subversion
demonstrated in class relationships.
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