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In this project 1 have been aiming to edit the Latin devotional text "Stimulus
Amoris" written in around 1300, for the sake of obtaining a base text with which to compare the Middle
English translation. In order to achieve this, I have been collating seven Latin manuscripts that were
circulating in England towards the end of the fourteenth century.

Two research trips to England enabled me to accumulate a vast amount of data. However, as | continued to
closely collate the Latin Manuscripts with the ME version, there gradually emerged the possibility that
the ME text might not have been translated from any of the seven possible Latin sources that 1 proposed
at the outset of this project.

Therefore, this project has not been wholly successful. However, the research conducted up to this point
has at least shown me a path to take in the future: that I broaden the geographical limit to this study,
and look extensively at those Latin manuscripts written in Continental Europe.
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ME Ecce apertus est thesaurus diuine
sapientie et ciuitatis eterne. (CCCC
252, f. 2r, CCCC 137, f. 93vb)

Ecco apertus set thesaurus diuine
[1] sapiente et ciuitatis eterne. (CT B. 14.
7, f. 21v)

Ecce apertus set thesaurus divine
sapientie et suavitatis eterne. Intra
ergo per vulnerum aperturam et cum
cognicione delicias optinebis. (Royal 7.
A.i, f. 111v)

Ecce apertus est thesaurus diuine
sapientie et ciuitatis eterne (Royal 8.
B. VIII, f. 5r)

O stulti et tardi corde, qui ad (charite)
possidendum aliquod vanum per ‘charitatis’

incerta foramina introitis (Peltier, ‘ciuitatis’ ( ) ‘suavitatis’ (
634b/50-635a/1) )
‘per incerta foramina’ (
) ‘incerta’ ( ) Peltier
‘charitatis’
‘incepta’ ( [CCCC 252;
CCCcC137]) ‘inepta’ ( Ecce apertus est thesaurus divinae
[Royal 7. A. i]) sapientiae, et charitatis aeternae.

(Peltier, 634b/42-43)

Prickynge [3]

A 3e dull and slow in herte that
throu3 vicious vsyng of 3owre
bodily wittes goon in-to likynges
of al worldly vanite (Kane, I,
12/9-11) thou may thenn make 3if thow wolt
a good sharpe schourge myche
paynande. and not mykel
[2] hertande (Kane, I, 16, 1-3)

Facias tibi unum bonum flagellum
multum afflictivum, et non nimis
laesivum. (Peltier, 636a/15-16)

‘not mykel hertande’
Loo how the tresour of wisdom and of ‘non nimis laesivum’

endless charite is opened (Kane, I, ME

12/2-3)
(




‘non nimis laesivum’
CCCC
252 CCCC 137 ‘nimius laxiuum’
ME

Royal 7. A. i

facias tibia unum bonus flagellum
multum afflictum et non nimis
lesivum (Royal 7. A. i, f. 112r)

[4]

ME
ME

that i may onli loue the and ay
brenne in thi loue ay coueyte thi
worshepe (Kane, I, 13/23-24)

ut te solum diligam, tuo amore
semper sitiam (Peltier, 635a/48-49)

‘and ay brenne in
this loue’

ut te solum diligam. tuo amore
semper ferueam. tuum honorem
semper siciam. (Royal 7. A. i, f.
112r)

‘ay brenne in this loue’
ME
that no thyng like me but thow.

and nothynge make me sori but
synne (Kane, I, 14/1-2)

nihil me contristet nisi
(Peltier, 635b/3)

culpa.

‘no thyng like me but thow’

nichil me afficiat nisi tu nichil me
constristet nisi culpa
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