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Interrogatives and the Focus Particle "du™ in Yaeyaman

Davis, Christopher

1,500,000

du
du du

du

The focus particle "du" is found throughout Ryukyuan, and plays an especially
prominent role in the grammar of Yaeyaman. This project looked into the syntactic and semantic properties
this particle plays in Yaeyaman interrogatives, with the following results: (1) I collected new data on
the relationship between the syntactic position of "du" and the part of the sentence that it serves to
focus. (2) Yaeyaman does not have a Japanese-style guestion particle, but instead uses "du" in many
interrogatives. On the basis of original fieldwork data, | proposed a theory connecting the semantics of
"du"™ with that of interrogatives. (3% I collected data on plural wh-words, and developed theory of their
semantics. (4) | created a large archive of Yaeyaman fieldwork sessions and natural speech.
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