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A Synchronic and Diachronic Study of Predication in Small Clauses and Secondary
Predicates

Yokogoshi, Azusa

2,600,000

Pr Pr
Pr 14 14 18

This study is dedicated to the structure of small clauses and secondary
predicates in English. It is argued that small clauses in present-day English is headed by the functional
cate?ory Pr, and the syntactic structure headed by Pr is a phase. Evidence for the presence of Pr _in
small clauses and secondary predicates began to be attested in the fourteenth century. The investigation
based on historical corpora has revealed that there was a change from the structure headed bx a lexical
category to the structure headed by Pr, which is shown to have been completed during the eighteenth
century, and the structure of small clauses and secondary predicates has changed.
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