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Development of an Item Bank for an English Placement Test
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The comparison of vocabularies on commercially produced English proficiency tests
and a vocabulary list in a medical English reference book revealed significant differences, especially
regarding orthographic and phonological processing skills. The study moreover revealed that
English-Japanese dictionaries frequently used in English-language classrooms in Japan differ
significantly in terms of phoneme description, which could contribute to the reluctance of Japanese
learners of English towards learning English pronunciation. The researcher designed test items to assess
orthographic and phonological processing skills and syntactic processing skill and revised items until
the item fit values reached expected levels. In sum, 160 items assessing orthographic and phonological
processing skills and 40 items assessing syntactic processing skills were developed.
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