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Basic research for So clan, the lord of Tsushima, in the 14th-16th century
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The purpose of this research is to elucidate the characteristic of the Tsuhima
So clan, the feudal lord of the frontier, in the context of political history of Japan from 15th to 17th
century. | got the following results. 1. I comprehensively examined the war between Tsushima and Choseon
dynasty in 1419 and pointed out that So clan developed their own diplomacy with Choseon in the processes
from war outbreak to peace establishment. 2. I pointed out that the domain of So clan coped with reality
of the frontier and was formed independently. Therefore the authority of the Muromachi Shogunate was
mainly used in the situation to secure legitimacy of the succession to the family headship of their
direct descent. 3. | pointed out that the aggressive participation in stability of the politics and the
economy of the ring Sea of Genkai area was necessary not only the control of Tsuhima area in order to
maintain their domain.
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