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Geographical study on structure and function of alternative food systems
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The purpose of this study is to understand the structural features and
functions of Global Alternative Food System (GAFS), focusing on the Eco-Shrimp production system
(ESPS) in Indonesia. ESPS is an organic shrimp production project conducted by Japanese company A
and shrimp cultivators in Indonesia. This project started iIn Surabaya, Gresik, and Pinrang as a
consequence of several problems related to industrialized shrimp farming, such as mangrove
deforestation, water pollution, and food safety issues. Similarly to the traditional production
system, ESPS uses local knowledge and is embedded in ecological conditions around the production
site. But it does not simply represent a return to small-scale and traditional farming because
scientific knowledge also forms a part of the production network for the sake of shrimp viability
improvement. In an ESPS, human actors’ behaviors are embedded in a relationship with natural
environment while applying a mix of local and scientific knowledge.
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