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Reconsideration of "multicultural co-existence™ in Japan by the evaluation of
"longer residence” in the foreign population: A geographical perspective

Fukumoto, Taku
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Existing studies relating to "multicultural co-existence” in Japan have taken it
for granted that foreigners gradually put roots down in the place they reside. This study reconsiders
such a premise and revitalizes the existing notion of "multicultural co-existence® by focusing on the
sustainability of areas. First, through examination of the relationship between the local labor market
and foreigners, it was assumed that longer residence among them does not coincide with the stability of
their lives and that Japanese are also vulnerable to the deteriorating situation in the local labor
market. Second, this study analyzed Japanese attitudes toward foreigners in terms of areal
characteristics such as collective consumption or spatial mobility. From the results, it was found that
these factors affected attitudes toward foreigners in various ways and, therefore, special attention to
the areal features in this study has some advantages compared to the existing aspatial approaches.
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