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A study on the process of mine closures and its socioeconomic impact in the
post-war Japanese coal industry
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This study examines the process of mine closures that occurred in the post-war
Japanese coal industry, and its consequent socioeconomic impacts. It is based on the analysis of primary
historical materials, such as business documents, and interviews of people who were involved with the
closure process. There are two main findings: (1) the process of mine closures gradually became
systematic as responsibilities were divided appropriately among the key parties involved: the coal mining
companies, trade union, local government, and national government; (2) both the local government and the
trade union played important roles in the process of mine closures. Moreover, the former incurred most of
the closure cost, while the latter derived most of the benefit. This study will contribute to the
progress already made in our understanding of the history of the Japanese coal industry, and will provide
a method of studying future socioeconomic effects arising from changes in industrial structure.
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Tomoki Shimanishi, “ Modernising the
coal industry in post war Japan:
Technological innovation and industrial
relations” , 11th International Mining
History Congress, September 6-11, 2016,
Linares (Spain).
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