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We have joined efforts to directly detect for the first time a long hypothesised
heating mechanism in action in the solar corona, the outer layer of the solar atmosphere. By combining
high resolution observations from JAXA"s Hinode mission and NASA®s IRIS mission, together with
state-of-the-art numerical simulations and modelling to guide interpretation, we have managed to detect
and identify the observational signatures of resonant absorption, a wave-related mechanism of energy
conversion, thought to play an important role in the so-called "coronal heating problem”, one of the most

important unsolved astrophysical problems for mankind.
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