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Studies on the diversity of the endosymbiotic algae in ciliates
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It has been thought that the symbiotic associations between ciliates and their
endosymbiotic algae are temporary. We executed continuous sampling of the ciliates and their algal DNA
analyses. In consequence, we found that comparatively large number of ciliate species maintain their own
algae, and the small number of algal species are shared among different host species. It was found some
differences, e.g., nucleotide substitutions in spacer region, in the same species of algae among
different host species, which may also indicate the persistent symbioses.
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