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The utility of detection of fibers and particles in BALF by electron microscopy in
pulmonary fibrosis.
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We have evaluated the utility of electron microscopy in the analysis of asbesots,
fibers and particles in bronchoalveolar lavage fluid (BALF) of 107 patients with diffuse lung diseases

incluiding pulmonary fibrosis. In the detection of ashestos, electron microscopy using BALF seemed to be
superior to light microscopy using BALF and displayed a similar sensitivity to light microscopy using

surgically-obtained lung tissue samples. Our results also suggest that detection of elements in particles
is useful for evaluating occupational exposure.
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