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At first, we examined the levels of proteins which extracted from skin sample of
patients with systemic sclerosis (SSc) by the ELISA Array analysis. We focused on CD70 and IL-16 that
were highly expressed before treatment and down-regulated after immunosuppressive therapy.Next, we
performed immunohistochemistry of involved skin specimen. CD70-CD27 and IL-16 were overexpressed in the
skin of SSc patients. Furthermore, soluble CD27 and IL-16 were also highly expressed in the sera of SSc
patients by the sandwich ELISA.

In conclusion, CD70-CD27 signaling and IL-16 are upregulated in SSc patients, and the activated T
lymphocytes might play an important role in the pathogenesis of SSc.
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