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Non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH) occurring in individuals who do not drink
alcohol but consume excess calories has recently received attention. In the present study, several oral
bacterial strains known to cause periodontitis or dental caries were administered via the jugular vein in
NASH model mice in which slight obesity was induced by a high-fat diet. NASH conditions generally develop
after 48 weeks in this model. However, elevated levels of cytokines associated with oxidative stress and
inflammatory induction were identified within approximately 8 weeks after administration of specific oral
bacterial strains. Thus, we speculated that NASH is aggravated following invasion of bloodstream by
specific oral strains.
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