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Impacts of riparian plant degradation due to deer overbrowsing on food resources
for stream fishes

Sakai, Masaru

3,100,000

This study evaluated impacts of deer overbrowsing on stream ecosystems through
riparian forest degradations. Samples of periphyton, benthic invertebrates and fishes were collected for
comparing stream food web structures between deer-excluded and control sites. Moreover, quality and
quantity of food resources for fishes were evaluated based on falling and drifting materials and gut
contents of fishes. These investigations suggest that impacts of deer overbrowsing can further propagate
to fish communities through alterations of food resource flows within stream and riparian forest

ecosystenms.
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