(®)
2013 2015

A diachronic and synchronic study of light verbs in English
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This study aimed to clarify the historical development of cognate object
constructions by analyzing the data from historical corpora and give a theoretical and empirical account
to idiosyncrasies of the construction in Present-day English. More precisely, manner cognate object
constructions underwent the structural change from vP to RP, proposed in Den Dikken (2006), due to the
inflectional leveling between ME and EModE. And the RP analysis is applied to have light verb
constructions. In the course of the development, have underwent grammaticalization to become a light verb
and its event nominal came to be analyzed into a predicate nominal.
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(1) [re XP [r RELATOR [YP]]]
(Den Dikken (2006: 11))

(2) [vp Subj v @ [ve V [pp CO-Dat]]]]
(3) [rp VP [r o [qp COIIl

(3) RP vP
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(4) a. ?2A beautiful smile was smiled.
b. * A sudden smile was smiled.
(Matsumoto (1996: 205))

€))

(5) John lived a happy life.
= John lived happily.
(Ando (2005: 38-39))

(6) Sam smiled the/every beautiful smile.

# Sam smiled beautifully.
(Kitahara (2011: 33))
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(7) *Mary smiled a sudden smile; and iti

was attractive.
(cf. Matsumoto (1996: 206))

3
3) have
have
have
(8) have a swim
9) have
(9) *a swim was had.
have
have
have
bite, fight, life, rest, sleep, talk, walk
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