(®)
2013 2016

Transition of the Social Uses of Cinema in Republican Shanghai: From Vulgar
Entertainment to a Political Tool
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This study explores the transition of the various uses of cinema in
Shanghai. Targeting the period from the late nineteenth century to the mid-forties in the twentieth
century, this study mainly focuses on the transition in terms of the movie-exhibition environment
and movie-going culture. This study concludes that the transition was primarily driven by
non-theatrical cinema exhibitions arranged by educational organizations such as the Shanghai YMCA,
which was associated with the modernization of the novel and drama, and was joined by several
capitalist-nationalist film company owners, film makers, and journalists.
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