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Neurotrophic factor-like activity of Kampo medicine Yokukansan (YKS) is
considered useful as a neurotrophic factor replacement therapy. We were focused on the neurite outgrowth
action, the activation of the signal transduction system of neurotrophic factors, and the biosynthesis
promoting action of neurotrophic factor, and clarified the pharmacological mechanism of neurotrophic
factor-like action on YKS and herbal components. As a result, these neurotrophic factor-like action of
YKS was confirmed on cell-based researches. Furthermore, it was revealed that YKS affects the
neurotrophic factors, and also indicate the cell protection and cognitive improvement in dementia model
animals. From the results of this study, it has been further expected usefulness as a dementia treatment
of YKS.
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