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The welfare activities by women®s voluntary groups in the British colonies
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After the Second World War, the British Colonial Office deepened its
involvement in social welfare in the Colonies, in close cooperation with non-state actors; voluntary
groups and universities. Based on historical documents held by the Women"s Library and the UK
National Archives, this study explored the details of Colonial social welfare policy and the
activities by non-state actors, especially the National Federation of Women®"s Institutes. From 1945
to 1954, the Colonial Office social welfare policy went through its particular formative process,
with increased priority given to Community Development. This resulted in official focus on native
women, which led to the formation of special working group (in 1950) and sub-committee on women®s
activities in colonies. Activities of the NFWI during the 1950s reflected this official social
welfare policy. Indeed, in 1952, the NFWI succeeded 1n founding a Women®s Institutes in Malaya. This

experience widened the NFWI"s overs activities.



1950

20

NFWI
WVS

27

WVS
WVS

26

WVS

LSE

WVS

YMCA

25
NFWI 1940
50
LSE
26
National Archives
1940 1960
1943
27 28
29 26
1948
1954
25
NFWI
6
The 5"
Japanese-Korean Conference of British History
NFWI
25 9
NFWI 1940
50
NFWI



NFWI

1950
1952
NFWI
1950
NFWI
1954
NFWI
26 3
’Colonial Welfare and Women’s

Voluntary Groups in the Decolonization Era: A
Perspective from the Women’s Institute during
the 1950s’

NFWI

26
1940 60

1943

Colonial Penal Advisory Committee

!
1943 1 Colonial Welfare Advisory
Committee ( )

1 J.E. Lewis, “"Tropical East Ends” and the
Second World War: Some Contradictions in
Colonial Welfare Initiatives’, The Journal of
Imperial and Commonwealth History, Vol.28.,
No.2 (2000), pp.42-66. James Midgley,
Professional Imperialism: Social Work in the
Third World (London, 1981); Social
Development: Theory and Practice (London,
2014); James Midgley and David Piachaud eds,
Colonialism and Welfare: Social Policy and
the British Imperial Legacy (2011).

!
Colonial Welfare Advisory
Mass Education Committee
Working Party on
Voluntary Work among Women in the Colonial
Territories

1950 7
Committee

!
Colonial Welfare Advisory
Mass Education Committee
Advisory
Committee on Social Development

1953 10
Committee

1943
LSE
YMCA YWCA
1945
2
2 1945
the

UK National Archives, TNA C0997/4,

Social Welfare in the Colonies, April 1945



1948
4
1953
1954
5
1943
1950
1950
1953
27

3 James Midgley, op.cit.

4 TNA, C0O1073/345, Colonial Office
Summer Conference on African
Administration (1948)

5 TNA, BW90/1268, Ashridge
Conference on Social Development
(1954)

1940 50

25

Hiromi Mizokami-Okamoto, Colonial

Welfare and Women’s Voluntary Groups in the
Decolonization Era: A Perspective from the
Women’s Institute during the 1950s, The East
Asian Journal of British History, Vol.4, pp.27-60,
March 2014

Hiromi Mizokami-Okamoto, ’Women at
Home with the Declining Empire:
Women’s Institutes and ‘Others’ after the
Second World War’, The 5t
Japanese-Korean Conference of British History,
Silla University, Busan, Korea, (21th June,
2013)




o

Okamoto Hiromi

10464215



