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Common soldiers and their families in eighteenth-century Britain
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The aim of this project is to provide a detailed picture of the 18th-century
British soldiers and their families by examining the settlement examination records of three parishes in
England (St. Martin in the Fields in Westminster, Chelsea in Middlesex and Bradford on Avon in
Wiltshire). The analysis of the soldiers’ occupations before enlistment, their literacy and rented
property, their reasons to have been a soldier, and their lives after disbandment shows that the majority
of the soldiers were ordinary plebeians that had, at the time of enlistment, been in their typical course
of life. Similar conclusion can be drawn about their wives. These findings indicates strong homogeneity
between the military and civilian society, which was maintained by an incessant flux of people. These
grassroots links and human mobility were the most essential factors that enabled the 18th-century British
state to secure military manpower on an unprecedented scale without recourse to conscription.

18



1989 18

settlement examinations

18

1725 93 1733
66 1725 98

Andrew Cormack and Alan Jones, eds., The
Journal of Corporal William Todd 1745-1762,
Stroud, 2001

18

583

18




18

35

10

10

13
10

10

26
91

18

20

18



18

18

€Y)

@

®

18

— 80
2015 113 134
— 50
2014 58 75
18
— 3
— 39
2014

12

TSUJIMOTO, Satoshi

50706934



