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Reexamination of Japanese morphological and phonological history based on the
uneven distribution of consonants i1n Romanised Christian materials
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This research examined the following 3 phonological and morphological problems.
With the phonological knowledge of uneven distribution of consonants appeared the yo-on syllable (i.e.
palatalized syllable) in Romanized Christian materials. | investigated (1) what factors are concerned
with the similarity of the uneven distribution of consonants of Jodai-tokushu kanadukai in the Nara
period, (2) whether this uneven distribution can be found in the conjugation of Japanese verbs, and (3)
whether the pitch accent participates in this distribution besides palatalization in Romanized Christian
materials.
As a result of the research, the following 3 points were shown. (1) Diachronic and cross-linguistic
common character of palatalized consonants could affect the uneven distribution of consonants. (2) The
uneven distribution of consonants can confirm the conjunction of Japanese verbs, that is the
morphological aspect. (3) The pitch accent is partially reflected in Romanized Christian materials.
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