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It is generally believed that African American literature is largely about race
and racial experience. Therefore, critics have traditionally approached African American literature by
ﬁmphasjzing such key themes as racial segregation and violence, the legacies of slavery, and the Great

igration.

Recently, however, critics have started to explore African American texts that do not necessarily
address racial issues in either their style or their content, and have instead attempted to explore the
cosmopolitan diversity of American experience as represented in works by African Americans . Through
close readings of African American works that do not directly address racial issues, this study aims to
highlight the diversity of African American literature in the 1920s, focusing specifically on the writers
of the Harlem Renaissance and arguing that cosmopolitanism and multiculturalism are important parts of
the philosophical foundation of the Harlem Renaissance.
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