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The purpose of this research is to correct the data related to the so-called
Pranidhi paintings in the Northern Silk Route (oases of Kucha, Karashar and Turfan) and to clarify their
themes, religious functions as well as proposing the more reliable chronology. 1 focused on a group of
mural paintings in Kucha area which were suppose to be the prototype of the monumental and the most
representative Pranidhi Paintings of the Uygur caves in Turfan. Based on the above investigations, it is
clarified that the format of monumental Pranidhi paintings appeared in the rear corridor of the central
pillar caves in Kucha before 7th century; in the earlK stage they were painted together with the
non-Pranidhi themes as the good examples of the "prophecy on the rebirth” and later had changed its
meaning and stylized in Uygur era.
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