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Maternal representations of their child and their child®s attachment security: A
longitudinal study from pregnancy to 6 years of age

Motoshima, Yuko

2,100,000

The purpose of this study was to examine the relation between prenatal maternal
representations of the child and subsequent child®s attachment security. We used the Working Model of the
Child Interview to assess mothers’ representations of their unborn infants during the third trimester of
pregnancy and the Attachment Q-set to measure their child’ s attachment security. Results showed that the
children of mothers with balanced representations during pregnancy were more securelﬁ attached than the
children of mothers with disengaged or distorted representations at 18 months, but there were no
significant difference between the children of mothers with balanced representations and the children of
mothers with unbalanced representations at 6 years. Further researches will be needed for examing the
longer effects of maternal representations during pregnancy on child®s attachment development.
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Tablel

0.62 0.32** 0.28**
1 (0.14) (0.23) (0.22)
0.59 0.47 0.41
6 (0.13) (0.16) (0.23)
5.13 4.00 4.00
2 (1.13) (1.83) (1.41)
4.20 4.33 4.80
6 (1.32) (1.58) (1.10)
3.89 7.55 7.63
2 (3.72) (4.97) (4.17)
2.22 4.89 5.86
6 (2.68) (3.44) (4.20)
8.89 12.00 9.50
2 (7.01) (5.46) (4.87)
7.00 11.44 6.00
6 (4.30) (6.31) (5.42)
**p < .01
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