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The main purpose of the project is to investigate the historical
development of relationships between port cities and their inland regions In order to clarify the
formation of the world-wide and local orders. Recent maritime studies, which have clarified the
development of maritime networks from the early modern era, are inclined to suggest the
intensification of influence of the port cities upon their hinterlands. Meanwhile, our project by
examining various cases in Asia, Europe, North and South America, Europe and Japan has shown that
the relationships between the two did not necessarily transform themselves into one-sided. While
some cases showing the formation of more homogeneous areas by the development of traffic, in other
cases appear growing disconnections between the two during the modern era. These cases suggest us
the renewed importance of the role of the go-between who mediates the port city and its inland
society creating the "outer" and "inner" areas.
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