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This research considered whether the East Asian folkloristics of Japan,
China and Korea can collaborate with the civic movement practices of German folkloristics
(Volkskunde), as well as examine the extent to which the key concept of the everyday (Alltag) could
be embraced. In combining the differing stores of knowledge and methods of each country, we sought
to examine this co-creatively. Unlike China, which has specialized in research on the oral
tradition, and has demonstrated its strength in research on the world of day-to-day life and
practice, Korean folklorisitcs has provided exhaustive surveys of the belongings of ordinary people
in studying their circumstances through the study of an ecology of living goods. We have shown that
in East Asia, the acceptance of the concept of socio-culture (Soziokultur) in building a citizen
oriented decentralized regional cultural policy and resident governance is a critical issue.
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