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Study on Restoration of the Khufu Second Boat, Ancient Egypt
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This is the study on the restoration of the Khufu Second Boat (around B.C.

2600) in Giza Pyramid Area, Egypt. The ship, consists of 1200 wooden pieces, is dismantled and
stored in the pit nearby the Great Pyramid. We are extracting them from the pit, conserving them,
taking their measurement, making drawings or 3D data and studying on the restoration of this boat.
The actual work in the site is also supported by Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).

During five years from April 2014 till March 2019, almost 1000 wooden pieces have been extracted.
And it becomes clear that this boat is over 40 meters long, equips a deckhouse covered with a canopy
and 26 short oars in each side. We also found that the hull is made of 35 thick large wooden planks

and such structure is one of the characteristics of old shipbuilding technique. The Second Boat
equips much more oars than the First Boat and it shows that two boats had different function in each

at the funeral ceremony of King Khufu.
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