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Although many Japanese people identify themselves as non-religious, the
media have increasingly been reporting the power of religion in the public sphere of Japan, most
notably regarding post-disaster religious aid and what some consider as the resurgence of state
Shinto. Similar examples in other countries have been called “ public religion” or “ post-secular”

phenomena by western scholars. Has Japan also entered a post-secular stage? How can scholars of
religion meaningfully answer such a question if they admit that the dichotomy of religious/secular
is a modern Western construct and have to be critical of the very basic concept of religion?
This project attempted to tackle this question, that is, whether we can say that Japanese people and
society have become more religious or less religious, or neither, and what “ religious” indicates
in such statements, by means of evidence-based empirical researches and theoretical reflections. A
part of our conclusions is available in English.
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