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This research project explored what role Catholicism played in the formation
and the development of modern European society. Our research group came to the following three
conclusions.

First, Catholicism, as it continued to be expressed through everyday life and culture, maintained a
certain amount of social influence even as Europe was experiencing secularization from the turn into
the nineteenth century onwards. Second, though there were differences depending on era and region,
Catholicism’ s influence was far-ranging, encompassing areas such as education, labor, politics, and

welfare. Third, though it rejected many of the basic principles of modern society, Catholicism
embraced some of them and hence became one of the driving forces in the formation of modern European
society.
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