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Empirical study of information transmission and cultural exchange in Kyushu
Island in the Kofun period through the Aso area

SUGI I, Takeshi
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We conducted field surveys of several tombs in the Aso area, that is, the

Hirabaru mounded tomb group, the Kamimikura tumulus, the Shimomikura tumulus, and the Urusho mounded
tomb group. And we analyzed the artifacts related to tombs in the Aso area, that is, red iron oxide
(bengara) and artifacts excavated from the Takatsuka rock-cut tomb group.

As a result, it became clear that the Aso area played an important role as a core of the information
transmission and cultural exchange linking the east and west of Kyushu Island, especially after the
middle stage of the Kofun period.

Furthermore, as many artifacts characteristic of the South Kyushu Isrand area were excavated from

the Takatsuka rock-cut tomb group, it was clear that the Aso area had a close relationship with the
southern Kyushu Island area.
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