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This investigative study of digital textbooks encompasses empirical research
based on visits to progressive schools in Japan and interviews of the people there, a questionnaire
survey of Japanese textbook publishers, and interviews with people at administrative institutions

and progressive schools in other countries. For all 10 subject areas in Japanese elementary and
junior high schools, information was collected on the following topics,special measures taken or
points requiring special attention; the educational effectiveness of digital textbooks; the fields
in which digital textbooks proved most useful; the issues and areas requiring improvement; and the
effect of digital textbooks on the use of paper-based textbooks. Finally, summaries were compiled on
the future prospects for digital textbooks for both educators and learners, and the problems of
copyright, taking into consideration the findings of a committee charged with reviewing digital
textbooks and their place.
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