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(1) This study reviews the distribution of prehistorical tsunami deposits
and tsunami boulders during the past 4000 years, based on previous studies in the coastal area of
Shizuoka Prefecture, Japan. The results show that a tsunami deposit dated at 3400-8211;3300 cal BP
can be traced between the Shimizu, Shizuoka, and Rokken-gawa lowlands, whereas no geologic evidence
related to the corresponding tsunami (the Rokkengawa-Oya tsunami) was found on the southern lzu
Peninsula. Thus, the Rokkengawa-Oya tsunami is not classified as a Level 2 tsunami.

(2) To test the hypothesis that the southern margin of the Zenisu Ridge formed part of the rupture
source-area of the AD 1498 Meio earthquake, we re-examined Holocene crustal movements at Shimoda,
Niijima, Jinaijima, Shikinejima and Kouzushima based on marine species compositions, and determined
AMS 14C ages of emerged sessile assemblages. Our results support the hypothesis that the 1498 AD
Meio earthquake occurred along the Nankai Trough.
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