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Coating materials used on heritage architecture consist of urushi or animal
glue mixed with colorants such as inorganic pigments. The studyof such architectural coating
materials has been performed at every opportunity , mainly through inorganic analysis,visual
observation and microscopic observation of the cross section of coatings, on such subjects as the
pigments used in red coatings -bengala,shu(vermilion),or entan(red read)-and the gold leaf and
coloring materials used to mmpart solemnity to mausoleums,such as those represented by Nikko Toshogu

and Byodoin temple. By contrast,studies requiring organic analysis for the identification of
coating materials using urushi and animal glue have fallen slightly behind due to the complexity of
interpreting the Py-GC/Ms analysis results.
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