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Stem cell differentiation technologies using pluripotent stem cells,
especially iPS cells, are currently applied for the understanding of intractable diseases, drug
discovery, and development of regenerative medicine. In this research, we are developing a novel
differentiation method that generates lung progenitor cells in vitro. We have screened novel genes
selectively expressed in the developing lung and found several factors that can induce lung
progenitor cells. When these generated progenitor-like cells were cultured in a differentiation
medium, several lung tissue cell markers were induced in vitro.
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