(®)
2014 2018

Comprehensive research of rural women: reality and policy
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Rural women’ s policy of post war Japan has developed through three
stages: the first stage for rural life improvement, the second for improvement of the rural women' s
status and the third for empowering of women farmers (Nogyo-joshi Project). Policymakers of the
three stages, encountering different problems, launched different schemes to solve them. The scheme
of the first stage followed life-oriented approach, the second human-right-oriented, and the third
human-resource-oriented. Rural women’ s policy is in a period of difficult transition from the
second stage to the third one. Policymakers are seeking a new way to arrange the activities of rural
women. Younger generation of rural women prefer individualism to groupism, and so loose networking
to rigid organization. While the policy of central government (MAFF) is likely to insist on younger
generation of women farmers, the policy of local governments (municipalities) on all generations of
rural women and rural development.
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Mayumi SATO, Gender Statistics and Women Participation in Japanese Agriculture, 7th Global
Forum on Gender Statistics, 2018

Mayumi SATO, Women' s Participation in Family Farm Management: Analysis of Current
Situation by Census of Agriculture and Fishery in Japan, The 13th FANEA International
Symposium, 2018
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