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Investigation and clinical application of mechanism for growth of minimal cancer
cells iIn gastrointestinal cancer

Natsugoe, Shoji
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A total of 89 gastric cancer and 511 nodal metastasis were
immunohistochemically examined by E-cadherin, N-cadherin and Snail. N-cadherin and Snail were
important markers to predict tumor stage and prognosis in gastric cancer. In esophageal cancer cases
which were complete response by preoperative chemo-radiation therapy, 30% of patients had a
minimal residual disease by cytokeratin staining. At baseline analysis, CTCs were detected in 25
patients (27.8%). Overall survival was significantly shorter in patients with than without CTCs.
Patients with a change in CTC status from positive to negative had a good prognosis as well as
patients without baseline CTCs.
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