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Conflicts, hierarchy, coordination, and harmonization of international norms - A
Case of Making Sound Material Cycle (Life-Cycle Thinking) Societies in Europe
and East Asia
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The purpose of this research is to clarify the causes of diversity in the
acceptance of international norms from a perspective of comparative politics, with the formation of
a circular society/economy as a case. Among the international norms related to circular
economy/society building, economic measures such as waste charging, EPR, deposit system etc. in
household waste separate collection system were taken up. Actor-institution analysis were attempted
in some local cities of Sweden (originating state), Japan (non-accepted or transformed uniquely and
applied) from OECD countries, and Lithuania (recently fully applied), Latvia (considering
application) and China (considering application partially and uniquely) from non/ new OECD
countries. As a result, it was turned out that the presence of actors /institutions which aggregate
different norms/interests and their influential power and political opportunity structure have
contributed diversity in acceptance of international norms.
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