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This project has focused on the three aspects of the relation between the
rapid growth of data and the practice of biological research, in terms of 1) the rise and fall of
expectations related to big data approach to biology; 2) the issue of value oscillation concerning
the infrastructural aspect of such data science vis-a-vis the life sciences at large; 3) the
analytical axioms of the degree of domain specificity of the concerned knowledge and the degree of
social attention to the field. These three factors are found to be pivotal to understand the
existing Eroblems and obstacles concerning the complex relation between traditional biology and
emerging big data approach, where the fluctuating expectation on the topic is influenced by the
contradictory image of what data science can do to life sciences at large. It is also concluded that

this phenomenon is also observable in the larger realm about which both researchers and policy

makers are advised to pay closer attention.
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