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Poverty and the single mother household: the impacts on employment and family
structure
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This study focuses on the effectiveness of familial resources, employment
and transfers on poverty reduction for single-mother households. The rise in single mothers living

in multigenerational families, and the associated high poverty rates, suggested that
intergenerational support and sharing resources are an important livelihood strategy for single
mothers. Although for them the motivation for living with parents was exchanging care support rather
than escaping from poverty. The trend showed that the divorced mothers had the highest poverty rate
followed by widowed and unmarried. The effectiveness of transfers on poverty reduction was seen in
cases of the widowed and came to be seen only from the mid 2000"s for divorced-mothers. Regarding
the impact of the increasing poverty rate, changes in the composition ratio of single mothers were
less than that of market income. Since the mid-2000" s, rising of poverty rates had been canceled
out by the poverty reduction effect of transfers.
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