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The recent trend of tourism education can be characterized as a kind of "new
vocationalism”. This seems to be not only a domestic but also an international trend. In this
study, I clarified its inevitability and limit theoretically as well as analytically.
There is a rapid increase of work force in service industry section, especially in the tourism
section in this background. In addition, the service work is growing inside traditional industries
such as agriculture or manufacture. The object and content of service work are mobile and
fluctuating. Therefore, there seems to be a gap between existing education for specific occupation
skills and demanded one for versatile "generic skills". Traditional “ vocationalism” is getting
outdated. Concrete and practical education should be more and more connected with comprehensive and
theoretical education at institutions of higher education.
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