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The ghosts of the medieval period were for the most part those of people
of power and prosperity, the extremely exceptional. These hauntings ended not with a vendetta being
brought to a bloody conclusion, but with the ghost finding salvation in the Buddha. In the early
modern period, quite to the contrary, it was possible for anyone at all, no matter how ordinary, to
become a ghost. There is also a key difference in quality between the grudge held by the early
modern ghost-the satisfaction or removal of which was unmediated by any transcendent savior-and the
medieval ghosts, suffering and shut off from the salvation which would end that suffering.

By the early modern period, ghosts would no longer seek salvation of the religious kind. They
had but a single goal-the ruthless pursuit of revenge on those that killed them and abandoned their
bodies. This 1s the reason, then, for the mass emergence in the early modern period of vengeful
ghosts pursuing vendettas.
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