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This research project attempted to read the American Renaissance in relation
to the European intellectual history--especially to the transmission of thought from Kant’ s
critical philosophy to romanticism--focusing on the relationship between the philosophical idea of
freedom and the literary genre of the novel and also on the transformation of the former by being
linked to the latter. By closely reading the texts of the American Renaissance, it has become clear
that because of the American authors’ belated reception of the idea and the genre, which had
already been popularized in Europe when they started writing their works, their responses were
critical: they read the combination of the two as banality. Rather than totally abandon the idea of
freedom, however, they recovered the freshness of the idea of freedom by reinventing a new way to
manifest the idea in the sensible sphere of experience.
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