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Reading the Victorian Novel under the Shadow of "Skittles"
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This project aims at initiating a new analytical approach to the reading of
the Victorian novel by revealing varied strata of prostitutes who bolster the ideology of the
Victorian family. Although it is commonly acknowledged that in the Victorian society prostitutes
are the other side of the coin of the Angel in the House, the binary opposition is in fact
oversimplified: well-known figures in British journalism in the 1850-60s was a group of courtesans
euphemistically called “ pretty horsebreaker,” who frequently appeared in “ society” with patrons
of high rank, almost superceded the middle-class ladies and even noblewomen as wife and companion
for their husbands. Under the shadow of these pretty horsebreakers, quite a few Victorian novels
allow, 1 would like to argue, of a new set of interpretations.
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