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The objective of the study is to shed a new light on the English Novel from
the eighteenth to the twenty-first century by analyzing the historical correlations between the “
citizen plays” in the early seventeenth century and the “ apprentice novel” after the birth of the

novel genre. The plays by Dekker, Middleton and others, centering on the citizens of London, have
transformed the figure of the apprentice, a status in the guild hierarchy, to a metaphor of the
modern man. The metaphor of the apprentice was taken over by Defoe and Richardson when the novel was
created. It has been made clear that the English Novel, or a major part of the genre, has at its
core the characteristics of the “ apprentice novel” , especially in its melodramatic aspect,
originating in the citizen romance plays of the English Renaissance.
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