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This research seeks to chart the repertoire of subjects and textual
strategies in post-9/11 Pakistani literature in English, especially the influence of Western
modernism on this genre. Significantly, English novelists of Pakistani descent not only provide
alternative world views, different from the readily accepted narrative of "the West versus Islam®,
but also exhibit their inspiration from Western modernist writers and philosophers. The modernist
influence can be explained partly by a kind of cosmopolitanism within Pakistani (or Urdu) literature

that can be traced back to the 1930s and partly by middle-class intellectuals® dissent against
Zia-ul-Haq"s Islamisation of the 1970s, the generation of those young writers® parents. This
appropriation of Western modernism exemplifies diversity within English-language literature as well
as English-speaking Muslims.
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