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This research project has examined various modes of contemporary human
survival in literary works published mainly in the post-Cold War America, by focusing on the "
disaster"” broadly defined to include wars and acts of terrorism. The results of the research are
roughly as follows:(1)Continued post-war mindsets in American culture after the 9.11 terrorist
attacks (2)The foregrounding of personal narratives instead of national history in the series of
Vietnam War novels by Tim O"Brien (3)The historical transformation of the American road narrative as

a mode of writing survival (4)Deconstructed American survival by the literary and cultural
representations of Latin America during the last phase of the Cold War (5)The perpetual sense of
defeat in the American South in resonance with post-war Japanese mindsets.
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