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Contrastive Study on the types of intonation

Masuko, Yukie

3,500,000

In order to show the difference of types of intonation, whose systems
differ from language to languages,a contrastive study was made. Tone languages, pitch accent
language, and stress accent language are contrasted.

The languages that use pitch to distinguish words, such as tone languages and pitch accent

language, a stable ﬁitch was not found according to the tones or the accent. Yet,as to tone i
languages, the pitch curves had distinctive features between the paired tones, and the overall pitch

curve was determined dynamically by the combination of tones. While, in the pitch accent word,high
morae were not perceived only by high pitch, but the combination of rising and falling pitch
contour, and the shape of pitch contour depended on the word accent type. Moreover, stress accent
language used intonation to show the topic coupled with the topic marker word.

These results showed the types of intonation of a language are strongly connected with the
characteristic of the language.
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