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This study investigated how local governments communicated with their people

via public information bulletins during the post disaster period in Tohoku district. The bulletins
studied are Koohoo Qofunato, Shihoo Ishinomaki, Namie, Shihoo Higashimatsushima, and Shisei
SendaiDayori. One of the findings is that the function of the bulletins is largely limited to a
unidirectional transmission of information from the government to the public. In other words, the
public participation in the bulletins is not encouraged except for a few isolated cases, and the
Bublic seems to accept this passive role. By contrast, local newspapers tend to encourage
idirectional transmission of information in the post-disaster period. They assume the role of
stimulating public engagement, including through the expression of empathy and by community
empowerment.
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